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Agenda

• Welcome

• Raise The Bar

• Early Learning for School Success

• Panel Discussion

• Resources & Future Learning Opportunities
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Provide Every Student with a Pathway to 
Multilingualism

Objective: Provide all students with the opportunity to master another language.
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• English learners are one of the fastest-growing populations

• The number of people who speak a language other than 
English at home has tripled in recent decades

• According to Ethnologue, of the 115 indigenous languages 
spoken in the U.S. today, 2 are healthy, 34 are in danger, and 
79 will go extinct withing a generation without serious 
intervention.  Essentially, 99% of Native American languages 
spoken today are in danger.”

• As of 2019, there were 5.1 million English Learners enrolled 
in our nations' public elementary and secondary schools

• Adults who are multilingual have access to better jobs and 
higher pay

• Students who come to school with a language other than or 
in addition to English come with many assets; language, 
culture and funds of knowledge

Why It Matters
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• Multilingualism, as well as bilingualism, has significant 
academic, cognitive, economic, and sociocultural benefits

• Multilingual students have:
• a broader and deeper vocabulary and they’re better communicators and 

problem-solvers.
• better memory, attention, and multitasking skills

• According to the 2020 U.S. Census Bureau, only 20 percent of 

Americans can converse in two or more languages, compared with 

56 percent of Europeans. Experts estimate about half of the human 

race is bilingual, at least.

• Growing industries and sectors like healthcare, trade, education and 

technical services, employers are more likely to expect workers to 

have a 2nd language

•  In the trade sector, employers are 59 percent more likely to expect 

workers to have a 2nd language. In education, that number is 57 
percent. In professional and technical services that number is 55 
percent. And 54 percent, among construction employers. 

Why It Matters Cont’d

https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/education/half-the-world-is-bilingual-whats-our-problem/2019/04/24/1c2b0cc2-6625-11e9-a1b6-b29b90efa879_story.html


Key Levers to Provide Every Student with a Pathway to 
Multilingualism

 

 

 
 

EQUITABLE ACCESS FOR 

ENGLISH LEARNERS 

 

 

DIVERSIFIED BILINGUAL/MULTILINGUAL 

EDUCATOR WORKFORCE 

 

 

QUALITY BILINGUAL 

EDUCATION FOR ALL 

 
Develop and implement 

processes that enhance 

oversight for the civil rights 

protections of English learners 

as well as related funding 

obligations for English 

learner services and promote 

evidence-based practices 

to address the barriers that 

English learners can encounter 

in education 

 
Provide technical assistance and 

funding opportunities and disseminate 

information about evidence-based 

state and local programs that are 

building educator workforce capacity, 

including Grow-Your-Own, teacher 

residencies, and apprenticeship 

programs; and support colleges and 

universities in prioritizing English as 

a Second Language and bilingual 

educator preparation programs for 

multilingual educators 

 
Increase access to high- 

quality language programs 

and highlight states and 

districts that are implementing 

evidence-based dual language 

programs and seals of 

biliteracy 
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OELA Priorities

Dual 
Language 
Programs

Seal

 of 
Biliteracy

Family 
Engagement

Early 
Learning
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Kindergarten Sturdy Bridge
Accelerated Learning

Comprehensive and Rigorous Education



Preschool reduces achievement gaps and supports early school success.

• More low-income children could benefit from high quality early learning 

experiences that begin before kindergarten. Districts can play a leadership role in 

expanding access to preschool in both school and community-based settings, by 

using Title I, partnerships with Head Start, and other resources. 

Kindergarten is the first at-scale early learning opportunity in a school setting for 

providing the supports and interventions needed to assure on-track development. 

Children arrive: 

• From diverse settings and experiences. Settings are voluntary, parent choice, of varying 

quality, and not resourced at scale. 

• With a wide range of developmental and linguistics strengths, learning differences, 

developmental delays, and disabilities. 

• With undetected and undiagnosed physical and behavioral health challenges. 



Kindergarten is a key inflection point for early learning, early school success, 

and equity.

• Gap at the end of kindergarten is substantial and persists into and through elementary 

school. 

• This means that kindergarten is predictive of which children will experience early school 

success and which will not.

Kindergarten is an important first step on the learning journey that should 

afford every student multiple pathways for high school graduation and career 

success.

• Focusing on critical touchpoints in a student’s educational journey, including the 

transitions into kindergarten and first grade, and ensuring that the kindergarten year 

provides a strong foundation, lays the path for early school success.



Kindergarten presents an important opportunity to partner with parents and families to 

build the relationships, routines, and habits that are essential to early school success and 

everyday school attendance.

• Research confirms the strong connection between daily attendance and 3rd grade 

outcomes, especially for students from low-income communities.

• Students chronically absent in preschool and kindergarten are more likely to be 

chronically absent in later grades. 

• Chronic absence disrupts learning and the habits and routines that are the foundation 

for acquiring early literacy and math skills.  



Enabling Conditions for Success:

• An equity lens that focuses attention and resources on the most vulnerable populations of 

children

• Intentional and systematic alignment for continuity of services, supports, instruction, 

relationships, and data-sharing across the Pre-K-3 continuum

• Evidence-based, promising, and innovative models of instructional and assessment practices

• Professional development and supports for early educators, teachers, school leaders, and staff

• Authentic partnerships with parents, caregivers, and families

• Interagency, cross-sector, and community-wide collaboration that engages other public 

agencies, higher education, civic, community, private-sector, and social-sector stakeholders

• Strategic blending and braiding of funding streams to facilitate equity, alignment, and 

collaboration.
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Panelists
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Q & A
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OELA Resources on Early Learning and 

Multilingualism
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Upcoming 
webinar
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• Listening Sessions with educators, parents and stakeholders

• Supporting Multilingualism for All: Implementing the Seal of 

Biliteracy Part I

‒November 6, 2023 @12:30 PM ET

• Supporting Multilingualism for All: Implementing the Seal of 

Biliteracy Part II

‒November 13, 2023 @12:30 PM ET

Upcoming Opportunities

https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_ydOhjArSRyK_WVu7EIhVQw
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_ydOhjArSRyK_WVu7EIhVQw
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_lTmCC68aSFSGX2qMeOfddw
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_lTmCC68aSFSGX2qMeOfddw
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Stay Connected With OELA 
• Visit OELA Home Page: 

• https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/oela/index.html

• Subscribe to Nexus Newsletter:

• https://ncela.ed.gov/newsletters 

• NCELA on Twitter: 

• https://twitter.com/ASKNCELA1

• OELA Facebook Page:

• https://www.facebook.com/ED.OELA/?ref=bookmarks 

• OELA on LinkedIn: 

• https://linkedin.com/company/ed-oela    

• OELA on Pinterest:

•  https://in.pinterest.com/ed_oela/

• OELA on SoundCloud: 

• https://soundcloud.com/ed_oela
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Please contact AskNCELA at 

askncela@manhattanstrategy.com with 

comments and questions

https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/oela/index.html
https://ncela.ed.gov/newsletters
https://twitter.com/ASKNCELA1
https://www.facebook.com/ED.OELA/?ref=bookmarks
https://linkedin.com/company/ed-oela
https://in.pinterest.com/ed_oela/
https://soundcloud.com/ed_oela
mailto:askncela@manhattanstrategy.com
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Certificate of Completion

• You can receive a certificate 

of completion if you 

completed at least 90% of 

this webinar.

‒Email 

askncela@manhattanstrat

egy.com

22

mailto:askncela@manhattanstrategy.com
mailto:askncela@manhattanstrategy.com
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OELA Contact Information
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Melissa Escalante

Management and Program Analyst, OELA

Melissa.Escalante@ed.gov

202-401-1407

mailto:Melissa.Escalante@ed.gov
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Thank You!
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